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Preached at Cox corD |. 


Shewing when and whence the Goſpel 3 Is hid 


to any under the Diſpenſation of it; and 
| ſome of the Miſeries ſuch Perſons are under, 
and others to which they are . 
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And Paſtor of the Church there. 


ke Publihed at the repeated Ra and free cee fo ſome who 


heard them, 


"—_— 98 


Deut. xxix. 4. 7 et the Lord bath not given you a Heart fo 
perceive, and Eyes to ſee, and Ears to hear, unto this Day. 


* : — in 


lor They] __ turn to the Lord, the Vail Hall be talen 
ny. 
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2 Cor. iii. 16, 17. But even unto this Day, when Mos Es is 
read, the V. all is upon their Heart : Nevertheleſs, when it 
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The Goſpel hidden to them chat 


are loſt. / 


e eee eee 


2 COR. IV. 3. 


; But i our Goſpel be hid, it is r hid to then that 
are ft. 


WI IKE Goſpel, one of the aca Privi- 
leges wherewith any can be favoured, 

5 hath been abuſed by Multitudes who = 
Kt oh have continued obſtinately rebellious 
py — dy againſt God, and periſhed in theirSins, * 


os glorious Diſpenſation notwith- 9 

. Who hath believed our Report? and to whom 1 
is tbe Arm of the Lord revealed ? hath been a Complaint 
ſuitable for almoſt every Age of the Church, howſo- i 


ever applicable to that wherein Chriſt perſonally i 
2 preached : his Apoſtles and Miniſters, even ſuch who 1 
Fave had the moſt happy Succeſs, tho* many believed 1 
thro' their Word, yet found that many believed not; 6 
ſome were ſaved, others periſhed under their Miniſtry. YH 
This is the genetal import of the Text now before ws : 
which ſuppoſeth the Goſpel is hid zo, or in ſome who are _— 

5 8 ! it; "eng all ſuch to be tft, 1 
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In dilcourüng on this Subj ect, I mall endeavour by 
diving Help, to 5 conſider ; What | is the Goſpel ; When 
and whence this is hid to any under it ; How and why 
ſuch are loſt ; And then offer ſome Things that by 
God's Bleſſing may help us to ſome profitable e 
ment of thę Whole. 5 
I. With Regard to Fre) we are to underſtand by the 
Goſpel; the whole Syſtem of revealed Religion, all the 
Doctrines and Precepts, Promiſes and Threatnings of 
God, as expreſs u in the Bible ; z 18 the moſt general Senſe 
thereof: 3 
As diſtin from and oppoſite to the Low. the Goſpel 
is the Covenant of Grace exhibited ; whereby eternal 
Salvation is propoſed and offered in the LordJeſusChriſt, 
6 oo! is given for a Covenant of the People; of God 
cc js made unto us Wiſdom and Righteouſncks, and 
bye 10 and Redemption. ” 

In this Senſe, the Goſpel is a Tender of Salvation, a 
; Proclamation of Pardon and Peace, Mercy and * 
from God, to a ſinful World thro' Faith in Chriſt ; 
concerning which the Covenant o Wenn 1s wholly 
filent;*-:-: 

In another Senſe, the Goſpel i is the Chritian as diſtin- 
guiſhed from the Moſaic Diſpenſation; which differs 

| therefrom ſo much as is is diſburdened of the many. 

Sacrifices, Rites and Ceremonies with which that im- 

poſed a Yoke too heavy for them to bear, who were un- 

der it; this more plainly and more jully repreſents the 
Truths, the Salvation, the Grace of God by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and is more widely, even a woiverſally extended 
to'the World of Mankind. 7 

The Jewiſb was a truly gracious Diſpenſation: 7 unto 
them was the Goſpel preached as really as it is unto us : 
the Law given by Moſes was in the Hands of a Media- 
tor : the Lord enjoined themObedience, among others, 
from this e and very endearing Motive, I am 1 
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75 How that are h ” 
by Word thy God, He was their Covenanted God in the 


eſely ; becauſe weak, or not abiding ; which enjoined 
heir Attendance on weak & beggarly Elements, which 
y the Appointment of God were to be in his Church 


ith all the great Things of their Peace were more ob- 
urely repreſented by Types, Shadows and Figures : 


iſt, ndHeat are ſhed abroad with diftinguiſhingBrightneſs 
0d nd Efficacy; our Duty is become more evident and 
and ore ſtrongly enforced ; the Kingdom of God is 
Preached with peculiar Advantage and Glory. Now 
» 2 ſhe great and glorious Deſigns of God are rendered 
ace Wore apparent: Who hath ſaved us and called us 
ſt ; . with a holy Calling; not according to our Works, 
ly but according to his own Purpoſe and Grace, which 


was given us in Chriſt before the World began; but 
in- is now made manifeſt by the Appearing of our Saviour 
ers . Jxsus CHRIST, who hath aboliſhed Death, and hath 
ny brought Life and Immortality to Light through the 
m- “ Goſpel. If the Miniſtration of Death written and 
n-' “ engraven in Stones was glorious, ſo that the Chil- 


he e dren of Iſrael could not ſtedfaſtly behold the Face of 
ſus . Moſes, for the Glory of his Countenance, which 
ed Glory was to be done away; how ſhall not the Mi- 
* niſtration of the Spixi be rather glorious ? For if 
the Miniſtration of Condemnation be Glory; much 
more doth the Miniſtration of Righteouſneſs exceed 


nin Glory. For even that which was made glorious, 
had no Glory i in this Reſpect, byReaſon of the Glory 


ve ] Exod, ** 2: f Hehe vi. ee 


hen eedeemer only; neither was it expected that they ſhould 
hy Weep his Commandments any farther than they derived 
by {Grace and Strength from God therefor, according to 
oe. he Tenor of the New Covenant. But they had many 


rdinances, | which the Apoſtle calls 1 that is, 


ut for a Seaſon. The Saviour then to come, together 


dut poW CHRIST being come, theſe are done away; Light 
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=" «tht exculleth:. For if that which is FOR away W 
« glorious, much more that whichremaineth is glorious, 


s Seeing then that we have ſuch Hope, we uſe gre; 
% Plainneſs of Speech. And not as Moſes which put 
Vail over his Face that the Children'of Iſrael coul 
not 5 look o the End of that which is abc 
4e lind... 
In the Jewiſh Economy, the 17 . an 
| ſpecial Grace were very much confined to them ; t 
whom pertained the Adoption and the Glory, and th 
* Covenants;and the giving of the Law, and the Servic 
of God, and the Promiſes.” Whereas the Gentil 
* ere without Chriſt, beingAliens from the commor 
& Wealth of 1/rael, andStrangers from the Covenants off 
* Promiſe, having no Hope, and without God in the 
„World.“ While his Abode was on Earth, Chriſt ver 
much confined his own, & the Miniſtry of hisDiſciples 
to the loſt Sheep of the Houſe of rael; But now in 
* Chriſt Jeſus, ye who ſometimes were far off, are mad: 
* nigh by the Blood of Chriſt. For he is our Peace 
* who hath made both Jews & Gentiles one, and hat 
ic broken down the middle Wall of Partition between us; 
& having aboliſhed in his Fleſh the Enmity, even the 
« Law of Commandments contained in Ordinances ; 
te and came and preached by his Miniſters Peace to you 
1 Gentiles which were afar off, and to them the Few 
that were nigh. . For thro him we both have an 
4 Acceſs by one Spirit unto the Father. If ye have 
heard of the Diſpenſation-of the Grace of God i a 
eis given me to you- ward, which in other Ages was 
e not made known unto the Sons of Men, as i it is now 
ce revealed unto his holy Apoſtles and Prophets by thei 
« Spirit, that the Gentiles ſhould be Fellow-heirs and 
of the fame Body and, Partakers of his Fromile i ng 
« Chriſt, by the r FR C 
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Jy Wa 115 We proceed now to conſider, oben che Goſpel 
10Us, is hid to ſuch as are under it: which is true of all who 
greif don't believe nor conform to the divine Report 3, who 
put Wl neither love nor obey i We. 

coul 
$ abo 


id th 
ervic 
entile 
nmol 
ts © 
in the 
ver 
iples 
ow in 
mace that Chriſt is the End of the Law for Righteauſneſs ; 

'caceW and by whom only is Forgiveneſs of Sins; and this moſt 
hat N without Money and without Price. 

'Tho' Perſons may not be acquainted. with many 
Things which it is very deſireable they ſhould knows 
and therefrom we may not conclude the Gofpel to be 
bid to them; yet this we muſt ſuppoſe of them, when 
they know not thatJeſus Chriſt is the * Bon of God; that 
he died and roſe from the Dead for our Juſtification, 
is aſcended. into Heaven, and will from thence come to 
© judge both the Living and the Dead; when they are 
WT unacquainted with Man's ruined State, and that a Re- 
covery therefrom, is only by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


how much Inorance Perſons may be under reſpecting 


pecting the Goſpel, who don't know it's general Tendency 
and Defign is to exhibit the divine Glory, the Riches of 
God's Grace, to exalt the Redeemer, to exclude all boaſt= 
ing from, and abaſe the Sinner; that the great Defign of 
Cbrift's Miſſion and coming into the World, as it relates 


| divine Beauty and Glory therein,who don't truly love and 


preſents the divine Glory: the Perfections of the bleſſed 


e gd are * ſet forth to the moſt pleaſing and ado- 
B Table 


tv: Jets Hat 2 1 55 5 


1. The Goſpel is hid to 3 who are' iemerant of 
it's great and fundamental Truths; who know not ſuch 
: Doctrines as are eſſential to Godlineſs: How: difficult 
n ani ſoever it may be to determine, what Meaſures of doctri- 
nal Knowledge are abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation, or 


the Doctrines of the Goſpel, while it is not hid to them; 
yet it is eaſy to ſee, that they are in great Darkneſs re- 


1 * * * 4 Hf f , 
-. oh 9 „ Foe ** . * is. Lan 
B * 4 - : 


to the Elect of God, was to ſetk & fm apoſtate d ; ; 


2. Be ſure the Goſpel is hid to them, who ſee not 4 
bighly efteem it. The Goſpel of God abundantly re- 


1 0 2 


Honeuf to both : Mercy andTruth have met together, 
- Righteouſneſs and Peace have kiſſed each other: God 


: bleſſed Jeſus; the tranſcendent Amiableneſs of his di- 
lingneſs, Abilities and F itneſs every Way, to ſave, even 


Vertue of his Death to take away Sin; and the Preva- 
lence of his Intercefſion ; By the which Will we are 
e thro' eee of * of Jeſus Chriſt once 


Commands, and the Honours done them by Chriſt ; 
to; together with the Miſeries in which they are in- 


God, and obey not his Goſpel. In which, as in other 


or many more Conſiderations, highly prize it as con- 5 
taining the greateſt and beſt Treaſures any can be poſ- 
ſeſſed of: Treaſures infinitely exceeding all others in 


EKind, Riches, Plenty and Duration z even the unſearch- 
able Riches of Chriſt. tt; - 
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rable View : his Knowledge: Wiſdom,Holioefs, Power, 
Love, Goodneſs and Patience, are here, O how mar- 


vellouſly diſplayed ! His Righteouſneſs and Grace 
that appear n me Contraſt, are here reconciled with 


appears to be juſt while he juſtifieth the Ungodly. 
Herein are exhibited the Natures, Offices, Doctrines, 
Works and Worſhip, Sufferings and Glory of the 


vine Perſon; his All- ſufficiency as Mediator; his Wil- 


to the uttermoſt all that come unto God by him; the 


for an =, 
Where alfo are moſt clearly to be ſeen, the Holineſs 
and Purity, the Equity and Goodneſs of the divine 


the Benefits and Bleſſings Believers in him are intitled 
volved, and to which they are expoſed, who know not 


Reſpedts, the Goſpel. is truly glorious ; and they to 
whom it is not hid, do on Account of ſome, of all theſe, 


How much — they know onhileniy the Gaf: 
pol is bid to all who know it not by the efficacious irans- | 
hors Influence of the Holy Spirit, in and upon their 
Hearts: Who are not by the: Spirit of God fo taught 
the Goſpel as to de maralyr heartily, thoro' 7 5 

— orm 


15 them that are off, 7 
-.. Wfotm'd to the great Truths contained therein. Thro? 
2 a divine Agency, the Word effectually worketh in all 


4 that believe; they hear and learn of the Father, receiv- 
wich ing the Goſpel not as the Word of Men, but as it is in 
her Truth, the Word of God. They know divine I ruths, 


> not merely by Theory and Speculation,: as what they 
are taught of Men, and their own Reaſon; but by the 
Power of God accompanying his Revelation: whereby 
the they are led into ſome true Knowledge ot the Spiritua- 
gi. lity, Extent and Holineſs of the divine Law, together 
Vii. with their want of Conformity unto and Tranſgreſſions 
thereof; are brought to ſee Sin in ſome Degree, as it 
the is, exceeding finful : and how much ſoever they were 
va. alive in their own Apprehenſions before, yet now upon 
” this Diſcoyery they die; F find themſelves in Sin, con- 
once | demned therefor, righteouſly condemned by the Law; 
that they are without Righteouſneſs and Strength: 
neſs They have Diſcoveries of Chriſt made unto their Souls, 
whereby they. behold him in that Light in which the 
:& . | Goſpel reveals him, as he is Mediator betweenGod and 
led Man, as having fulfilled all Righteouſneſs; who being 
. without Sin in himſelf, was made Sin for us, that we 
might be made the Righteouſneſs of God in him : 
They receive and reſt on Chriſt only for. Salvation, 
look to him for Righteouſneſs and Strength; come to 
him for Pardon, Juſtification and Life; knowing in- 
deed the Wages of Sin to be Death, but eternal Life 
the Gift, the free Gift of God thro' Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord ; they are by the holy Ghoſt convinced of Sin in 
themſelves, of Righteouſneſs in Chriſt, and of Judg- 
ment againſt or Victory over Sin, by his efficacious 
all- powerful Mediation. Now they know the Grace 
of God in Truth ; it is brought Home upon their 
Hearts, with a ſanctifying transforming Power, chang- 


ing the Temper, Frame and Habit of their inmoſt 
ares 7 7 Sauls: 
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Ne She! bidden 


Souls: Their Minds are enlightened, their Wills 10. 
fied, the Diſorders of their Affections removed: they 
7 have a new Bent and Diſpoſition of Heart, conform- 
ing them to the Laws and Likeneſs of Chriſt : they 
are taught eee and heartily to deny all Ungod- 
lineſs and every worldly Luſt; to mourn their paſt 
| Offences againſt God, to live ſoberly and righteouſly 
and godly. in this preſent evil World ; not conforming 


themſelves to the Spirit, Temper and ſinful Cuſtoms 


thereof: they are new Creatures ; oldThings are paſt 
away; behold all Things are become new: they are 
Partakers of the divine Nature ; know the true God 
and Jeſus Chriſt ; love God and Men ; followingPeace 


with all Men and Holineſs; put on Chriſt, and learn 


of him who was meek and lowly i in Heart ; according 
to the Meaſure of Grace given them : They have the 


lame Mind which was in Chriſt; live and at as he 
walked ; making it their preſent, continued and univer- 
Ml Buſineſs, to pleaſe God, to live by the Faith of his 
Son; ſetting their Affections on Thiags above, not 
on Things on the Earth. By the gracious Indwelling 

and Influences of the holy Spirit, they are preſſing for- 


ward in Holineſs ; making Advances in Chriſtian 
Knowledge, F aith, Hope & Charity ; oppoſing them- 
ſelves to the World, the Fleſh and the Devil; loathing 


the Remainders of the Body of Sin in them: to their 


Sorrow do they find that how truly ſoever they are re- 


generate and ſanctified in all their Powers and Faculties; 


yet are they far from a perfect Delivery ſromSin in any: 


They find a Lay in their Members warring againſt 
. the Law of their Minds; are therefore continually 


* 


puiting off the old Man which is corrupt according 
to the deceitful Luſts; are putting on the new Man, 
« which after God, or according to God's moral Image 


&5 


and 1 ikeneſs, is created in Righteouſneſs ard true 
2 Holineſs: They hunger! and thirſt after N ; 
e - 148 


10 them that are liſt. 4 


te neſs 0 and heartily join with the Apoſtle; Not as 1 
th 1 had already attained, either were already perfect; 1 


nt 1 follow after, if I may apprehend that for which Iam $ 
apprebended of Chriſt Jeſus : Brethren, I count not myſelf | 
. Wo have apprebended; but this one Thing I do, forgetting _— 
: boſe Things which are behind, and reaching forth unto 1 
eboſe Things which are before, I preſs toward the Mark, ] 
Vor the Prize of the bigb Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſun. = 
This is the happy Condition of all who truly know I 
: the Goſpel: They are become Light in the Lord; 1 
Children of the Day and of the Light; manifeſtly q 

declared to be the Epiſtle of Chrift, written not with i 

nk, but with the Spirit of the living God, not in Ta- | 

les of Stone, but in fleſhly Tables of the Heart: who | 

have not received the Spirit of the World, but the Spi- 4 
> Eric which is of God; Chriſt in them theHope of Glory ; = 
> WMbcholding as in a Glaſs the Glory of the Lord, they are Wl 
changed into the ſame Image from Glory to Glory, even = 


as by the Spirit of the Lord: whereby it is evident, 
that the Goſpel is hid to all who want this transforming 
ſanctifying Knowledge; whoſe Underſtandings are not 

opened by the Spirit of God ſo to behold the Light of 
the glorious Goſpel, as thereby to be turned fromDark- 
neſs to Light, from the Power of Satan unto God; to 
be made fruitful in Holineſs, bringing forth the Fruits 
Upon the whole therefore, the GoſpeLis hid to all 
ho are ignorant of the Principles of the Chriſtian Re- 
igion, of ſuch Doctrines as are eſſential thereto ; to all 
ho are not ſo acquainted therewith, as truly to love, | i 
ighly eſteem and delight themſelves in the Goſpel; i 
o all who are not knowing to it's Power; who are 1 
ot Partakers of the Spirit of God, and brought into a 
Reſemblance of his moral Perfections; who have not 
heir Hearts and Lives conformed to the Laws and 
mitable Example of Chriſt: To all fuch is the Goſpel 


n * 7 
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But how infinitely different herefrom are the Lives of 


Mord through Luſt. 


not ſee? The Light of the glorious Goſpel ſhineth all} 
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hid; wwbethier they be ſcandalous notorious Sinnen, or 
more covertly living in a Dependance on their negative 
Riginoouſnels, partial Reformations and Obedience. | 
It might be expected that all ſhould at once embrace 

8 che great Salvation, and without Delay become obedi- 
ent to the Goſpel, which ſo plainly and ſtrongly repre- 
ſents the inſeperable Connection of our Duty & Intereſt. 


Multitudes, who tho' under this glorious Diſpenſation, 
give ſorrowful Demonſtrations, that it is hidden to 
them; that they ſee no Beauty therein, nor in it's divine 
oh Original ; ; that they are Darkneſs and walk therein, not 
ſeeing nor deſiring the Beauties of Holineſs ; but that 

they love and work Iniquity; many, living no more 

conformable to the Goſpel than do the Heathen. 
III. My Deſign is therefore now to conſider the 
beurer of this great Evil; whence it is that the Goſpel is 
hidden to them: Which indeed is of Themſelves, as alſo 
from the Devil, and: thoſe Corruptins which are in the 


The principal Occaſions thereof are the Blindneſs of 
Wer Minds, the Depravity of their Affections, and Per- 
verſeneſs of the Will. Who ſo blind as they that will 


around them; yet they refule to open their Eyes, but 
darken their Windows, and will not admit the Light 
to ſhine in unto them: they walk in Darkneſs off 
Choice ; refuſing to come to the Light becauſe their 
Deeds and Hearts are Evil, only Evil, and this conti - 
nually. The Goſpel of God reprovethihem ; they will 
therefore neither come to nor ſtand in it's Light, which 
ſhineth i in Darkneſs, and they comprehend it not; hav- 
ing the: Underſtanding darkned, being alienated from 
= Life of God, thro' the Ignorance that is in them, 
becauſe of the Blindneſs of their Heart. In ſeeing 
; hep ſee nat, and in hearing they 6g: t — 
t ein 


to them that are 2 11 


we beit carnal Minds are Enmity againſt God, are not 

Jubject to the Law of God, neither indeed can they, 

Pill they be, while They remain thus carndl, da avon 
ind perverſe. , 

Next to, and in Seeder Sik themſelves, the 


re- evil muſt be deemed the great Agent in this Matter; 
” n whom the God of this World - hath blinded: the 
of 


inds of them which believe nor, leſt the Light of the: 
« olorious Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the Image of God 
to + ſhould ſhine unto them 3” or ſo that the Illumina- 
ine . tion of the Goſpel of the Glory of Cheilty: hath hoe 
«* ſhined to them. 
This great Advetſaty of che Goſpel and of Souls, 
eigns in the Children of Diſobedience, leading them! 
Taptive at his Will, by keeping them in Ignorance con- 
erning the Goſpel; well knowing that if Perſons have 
real Knowledge of it's divine Glory and Excellence,- 
ze ſhall loſe them & their Services for ever; that they 
vill cleave to the Lord with greatReſolution and glad- 
ess of Soul: He therefore hates, and ſtrives to extir- 
's offþate the Goſpel from among Men; which while he is 
ot able to effect, doth all he can to keep them igao- 
willBant of i it, to fill their Minds with falſe Sentiments ; and 
1 all rroneousOpinions,to prejudice them againſt it, and pre- 
but poſſeſs them in favour of ſuch Things as are contrary * 
ightFo the Goſpel: To which End he makes uſe of the 
s of bings, and Men of this World; nor will he fail to 
their iſrepreſent the Fidelity and Holineſs of good Men; 
iſimproving their Infirmities, Errors and Sins, when 
Ind how far ſoever it is poſſible for him; and on Oc- | 
aſion hath cited Scripture ; but this in a falſe partial 
"Way, Oy to hide the Light, to conceal and darken 
e Truth. | 
We are ever to nb chat this malicious ſubtle 


ein eng, never engageth any againſt the e nor be- 
and Suiles 
the!! * Dr. Hammond in loc. 
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Corruptions and Luſts of Men, which are evil in both; 


End, in Turnings and Workings various and innume- 
V my V 


God, and of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, affect them not; 
the Certainty, Cauſes and Conſequences of Death and 


don't believe the State of unrenewed Man to be ſo full 
of Wretchedneſs and Woe, nor the Happineſs of the 
renewed fo ſure and compleat; neither the Favour of 

| God to be ſo infinitely deſireable, nor his Wrath ſo 
immediately and earneſtly to be deprecated, as the Goſ- 


| Belief of the great Things contained in the Goſpel. 


Light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt : the various 
| Workings whereof, in the ſame and in different Perſons 


guiles unwary and unſtable Souls, but by their own Con- F 
ſent ; tho? thro? his Wiles they may be ſo deluded, ſofa 


iofatuared, as ſtrongly to imagine themſelves to be en- 
lightened by the Goſpel unto Salvation, and that they 
are doing God good Service, while they live in direct 


Oppoſition therero. == PEW 
It is oftentimes as needleſs as difficult, to diſcrimi- 
nate the Suggeſtions and Temptations of Satan, from the 


proceeding from an ill Principle to the ſame deſtructive 


-Incall}to vhom the Goſpel is hid, Unbelicf is a lead- 
ing Cauſe, The. Word preached did not profit, not being 


mixed with Faith: in them that beard it. The God of Wo 


this World blinds the Minds of them only and of all them J 


_ wwho' believe. not. Some reject very great Docctrines of 
the Goſpel from their Creed: very many don't lay to 
_ Heart, nor really believe ſuch Truths as they profeſs 
to believe; whereby it very naturally happens, that the 


greateſt Things in the Goſpel don't at all move them: 
The Being, the Perfections and Glory of the bleſſed 


Judgment have little or no Effect upon them: they 


pel teacheth. A fatal Bar this, to their Reception of 
it's Light; Perſons with-holding a cordial realiſing 


Pride, prevents Multitudes from entertaining the 


\ at 


to WE No are my — 


„the Aae had differing Times; are Indeed anna | 
ſoar beyond what are commonly or eaſily di ſcerned. 

en. How often doth our Pride hinder us from acknow- 
hey Hedging ourſelves to be what the Goſpel relates of us; 
ect go be ſo guilty that we are altogether dependent on the 
ercy, the pure Mercy and free Grace of God; that 
mi- Nie would be juſt ſhould he never ſave us for all we have | 

the one, are doing, or hope to do? Their Pride of Heart 

h; ppoſeth their being juſtified intirely by the Righteouſ- 
ive ess of Chriſt, thro' God's Imputation and their re- 
ne- Feiving it by Faith. God knowerh how many are loſt '_ 
75 cernally, becauſe their proud Hearts will not bow, 
ad- Mill not ſubmit to him in this particular; and how | 
ing nany by Reaſon of Pride will not own. chemſelves“ 

| of ho be ſo dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, that they need the 
em Huickening Influences of the Holy! Spirit; ſo ignorant, 

> of that they need his Teachings; ſo depraved, that they 
to re haters of God, who is good, & doth ſo much good to 
feſs hem; that they are throughout ſo. corrupt, as to be un- 
the Her an Impolſibility and Incapacity of entring into the ö 
m: Ningdom of God, except they be born again,” - 
ſſed Sometimes their Pride will not permit Perſons to for- 
ot; Pear doing what the Goſpel forbids, nor to attend ſuch 
and Muties and Exerciſes as this requires; be ſure they will 

ot do them if after all, they are no ways juſtified by 
hem, and may not plead their own Goodnefs' in ſuch = 
Acts of Obedience. 

It is to be feared, that lte Perſons tine - in Blindneſs 5 
i ſo Fcſpetting the Goſpel, from a fond falſe Imagination that 
>of- hey already know it; will not therefore look into their 

n of Mearts or Lives with any Seriouſneſs, to examine them- 
ſing elves by theGoſpel ; but pleaſe themſelves with aNotion- 
hat they ſee, while yet they are blind, hereby prevent- 
ng themſelves from being enlightned by it. It in their 
dwn Apprebenſion, as in Reality, they were blind, they 

; night be concerned to come for divine Inſtruction, from 
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the Word by the Sp irit of God. Becauſe thou fave, [ 
am rich, and — with Goods, ang have need of no- 
thing; and knoweſt not that thou art wretehed, and miſe- 
rable, and poor, and blind, and naked; I counſel thee, faith 
Chriſt, to buy of me Gold tried in the F ire, that thou mayſi 
be rich, and white Raiment, that thou mayſt be cloathed, 
and that the Shame of thy Nakedneſs do not appear; and 
anoint thine Eyes with Eye-ſalve, that thou mayſt ſee. 
But by a falſe Imagination that thou doſt already poſſeſs, 
and needeſt not to receive theſe of Chriſt, art diverted 
from his moſt gracious Eropolals, Lavitations, and 
Commands. 
How common is it for Men to kindle a Fire, and 
compaſs themſelves about with Sparks; to walk in the 
Light of their Fire, and in the Sparks that they have 
kindled? To have their Comforts and Joys, their 
Hopes of eternal Salvation, and all from themſelves, 
their own ſuppoſed Goodneſs, Tnoffenſtueneſs to Men, and 


Works of Righteouſneſs? To flatter themſelves that 


they are no Extortioners, nor Drunkards, nor profane 
Swearers; or that they are not ſo bad as many they 
know; truſting in themſelves that they are Righteous ; 
deſpiſing others; deceiving themſelves either by what 
they ſuppoſe good Living, or by their good De/igns of 
Reformation and Purpoſes of Amendment from, and 
Sorrow forSin, while yet their Hearts cleave to Iniquity ? 
Becauſe Ged is good, and delights in Goodneſs and 
Mercy ; not conſidering the Righteouſneſs and Holi- 
_ neſs of God in his Nature and Laws? Becauſe of the 
many good and gracious Promiſes, when they believe 


FR not in the Promiſes, nor fulfil any Condition whereby 


they may claim a Title, a Right to the Bleſſings n- 
tained i in the Promiſes ? 
I grant, that Perſons under Soul Diſtreſs becauſe of 


their Sinfulneſs, Guiltineſs and Wretchednels thereby; 


| may encourage themſelves to hope in the W % 


God from &:Conſideration of abſolute Promiſes, which 


aſſure us that ſome ſha!l be ſaved by Chriſt ; Why not 
e therefore ſuch a poor Hell-deſerving one as 1? 


Who can tell, but J may be one of that Number which 
„ ſhall be ſaved? I will therefore be crying to God 


40 2 ſtriving to enter in at the ſtrait Gate; 


for who knoweth but J may one Day be pardoned, 


& juſtified and ſaved ?” Such a Practice in a wounded 
Soul, 1 am not oppoſing : but for Perſons to flatter 


themſelves with hopes of God's Salvation, becauſe of 


Bleſſings promiſed to the pure in Heart, to the Righte- 
ous, to the Meek, to the Believer, while they are nei- 
ther; is but a meer Fig-Leaf, a deluſory Dream, the 
Hypocrite's Hope. How often do Perſons conclude. 
themſelves to be in a ſafe State, from ſuch Things, 
which though they have, do not bring them into real 
Chriſtianity, truly to believe in Chriſt, to love God 
ſupremaly, ta delight in his Word, in all- Goodneſs 
and Righteouſneſs, hating and flying from all Iniquity? 


From ſuchThings, which were they to be found in them, 


would prove them to be indeed Chriſtians ; but they 
have them not? For Inſtance ; is it not to be feared, 


that many Times Perſons think: they love God, when - 


truly they love him not? Having Miſ-conceptions of 
God, thinking him to be like themſelves ; forming an 
Image of God in their Minds infinitely different from 
what he is; this they love with their ſinful Luſts, while 
the true God they hate. So is it to be feared that Perſons 
often terribly miſtake concerning Faitb; imagining 
that they believe in Chriſt, when they have not that 
Faith which is wrought in the Soul by the efficiency of 
Almighty God; which purifieth the Heart, and work- 
%%% nr ies pd 8 
Many are careleſs, awfully careleſs of the Goſpel, 
ſtupid and thoughtleſs of that Salvation to which it 
calls them; ſo that probably they never think ſeriouſly, 
| SEEDS eee 


3 © The Gofpel hilldew 
that they are accountable toSod; that they are ſinful, 
that they have immortal Souls, of inconceivable Worth, 
for which no Equivalent can be given in Exchange; 
never ſeriouſly aſk themſelves, © Do I love God, and 
e JeſusChriſt whom he hath ſent ? Am conformed to 
<< the Goſpel ?; Dol live in the fear of God, and by the 
Faith ot his Son :” Who neither know nor conſider 
the Word of God, and the Operation of his Hands ; 
whereby neither Promiſes nor Threatenings, neither 
Mercies nor Judgments, are Motives in them to Repen. | 
V 
Otftentimes the Goſpel is hid to Perſons from their 
dilatory Spirit; who have Thoughts of hearkening 
thereto in ſome future Time, but at preſent cannot be 
_ willing to attend it? they may readily ſay with him in 
the Parable, 7 go Sir; but delay with him, and go not: 
by deferring the Matter, in Expectation of a more con- 
venient Seaſon, which never comes, they ſink deeper 
under Sin's Guiltineſs, Defilement and Power, have 
more to do, leſs Opportunity, and greater Averſion 
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Wenn. Abe Ys 
Some eee = to the Goſpel, from Appre - 
henſions, that upon their becoming obedient thereto, 
they muſt renounce all Pleaſures, and enter upon g/comy 
"melancholy Employments, paſs thro? Scenes of un- aown 
Troubles and Sorrows; not knowing that the Goſpel! 
gives a Thouſand-fold for all it requires us to for- 
fake; that it gives Pleaſures far exceeding all it takes, 
in Kind, Numbers, and Meaſure ; and ſpreads over 
the Soul, a calm, a Peace, a Joy and Gladneſs, better 
felt than expreſſed ; infinitely ſuperiour to all the Plea- 
-ſures of Sin, which are but for a Seaſon. _ ! 
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© Some have been afraid of Contempt and . Reproach 
from Men,ſhould they permit the Light of the Goſpel 
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to influence their Hearts and Lives: not conſidering, W 
chat thereby only can they be brought to true * 
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and . z in haviog their Spirits truly enobled by 

an Elevation to divine and heavenly Objects, and 104 
correſpondent Behaviour in Life; in having the Appro- 
bation of their own, and ottentimes the Conſciences of 
others, the Eſtimation of wiſe Men, of holy Angels, 
and of Gd. 

| Many quarrel with theGoſpel,] becauſe of the Holineft 
and Purity to which it calleth them: their ſinful Luſts 
are ſo dear to them, what they are ſo accuſtomed to in- 
dulge, that to renounce them is like cutting off a right 


Hand, or plucking out a rightEye : they theretore turn 


away from the G. ſpel, becauſe it requires to crucify the 
Fleſh with it's Aﬀections & Luſts ; to mortify theMem- 


bers that are upon the Earth, Fornication, Uacleanneſs, 
inordinate Affection, evil Concupiſcence, and Cove- 


rouſneſs which is Idolatry; to be holy as God | is holy, 
and pure as Chriſt is pure. 

God knows how many are averſe to the Goſpel, be⸗ 
cauſe they ſet their Afectiens on earthly Things : they 
are bid to.the rich Entertainments, the plentitul Provi- 
ſions and Bleſſings of the Goſpel ; but they delight in 
other Objects, their Farms and Merchandize; pray ing 
to be excuſed from the Love of God, becauſe they love 


earthly Things: The Cares of this World, and theDeceit- 
fulneſs of Riches, and the Luſts of other Things entring in. 


choke the Word, and it becometh unfruitful. 


Mulritudes remain blind reſpecting the Goſpel, be- 


cauſe they reſt and quench the Hog SPIRIT, ang his 
friendly Motions and gracious Operations. This they 


do ; by rejecting the Word, the Doctrines, Precepts, 


Counſels, Admonitions, and Reproofs of God; by 
neglecting Duties, and by a careleſs Performance of 
them; by caſting off Fear, and reſtraining Prayer; by 
not aſking at all, or not with Importunity and Perſe- 


verance crying to God for his Salvation; by caſt- 


ng Contempt on the T ruths and Infticutions of the 
Goſpel; 


— 


is die Goſpel hidden | 
Goſpe K by thruſting themſelves out of thoſe Ways in 


and finful Practices; J y making themſelves and others 
y je 


 _ Fidiculing the Profeſſors of hag Toes in and for their 
Adherence to the divine Will: By theſe and other 

like Methods innumerable, Perſons are reſiſting the 
Hoy Gnosr, and walking in Darkneſs, 


whereby the Goſpel is hid to Men! By their own and 
the ſinful Suggeſtions of others; by Sentiments that Mit 
may ſeem to coincide with, but are diverſe from the G. 
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: their being loſt: Now we are not to ſuppoſe them loſt 
| with Reſpect to Gop's eternal Purpoſe ; who hath made 
all Things for himſelf, yea even the Wicked for the Day 
of Evil ; God knows how to glorify himſelf, and will 
illuſtrate his Holineſs and Juſtice by & upon all finally 


As benightged, bewildered Perſons not knowing whe- 


any Thing for, or enjoy any Thing of God. They 
neither know, nor love, nor obey God; never propoſe 


which God hath been uſed to command a Bleſting ; by 
refuſing to conſider; yy ruſhing into ſinful Company, 


merry, while they and mock at ſacred Things; 


O how many are the Occafi ons, internal and external, 


Goſpel; by Pretences to Religion, while it's Reality 


is wanting; by reſting in ſuperficial Views of the Law, F. 
light Convictions of Sin, i imaginary Views only of the 


Love and Mercy of God toward themſelves, deceiving H 


| their own Souls! From which and all other Methods C 
of Error and Deluſion, we ſhould earneſtly pray to be WG 
delivered, becauſe all ro whom the Ree is hid are ¶ pe 

bt, And non, 15 


IV. 1 am to conſider, what we are to 80 by 


impeninent. But they are loſt, intirely loſt, to all Duty, 
Love and Obedience toward GOD; to all Good and 
Happineſs reſpecting themſelves. 

1. They are Joſt in the Defilement and Pad of Sin. 


ther they go, nor what Courſe to take, in order to do 


Him and his Glory as their governing End; but are 
Wk immerſed 


my t them that e are 1 N. 
mmerſed i in Sin, ſunk into worldly, ſenſual, and deviliſh 


by he great Idol they ſerve. 
7. Man was made and adapted to know, love, and 


Joſt in whom the Goſpel i is hid. As their Services, 
ufferings, and Enjoy ments, are no Way conformed 
nor ſubjected to the Will of God; ſo neither are they 
in any of all theſe, nor in their Perſons, accepted of him. 

Miſerably loſt theſe; who neither love nor are be- 
1d Hjoved of Him, whoſe Favour is Life, and his Loving- 
at Wkindneſs better than Life; who are eſtranged from 


he God and his Ways; from the Pleaſures of Religion, 


Y from a holy, humble, delightful Contemplation of, 


i Faith in, and Dedication to their Creator & Redeemer ; 
"© Ware without Chriſt, without God, and without any good 
Hope in the World; deſtitute of the preſent Supports, 


Is Comforts and Rewatds which are found, in keeping 


God's Commandments ; and of the ſolid, joyful Proſ- 
pects of that future Happineſs and Glory which the 


Goſpel reveals. 


[1 


Rlorify GOD, and to be for ever bleſs'd in the Love 
and Enjoyment of him; with Regard to which, all are 


Luſts, from which they know not how to ariſe : : we 10 


J 2. But again, they are loſt in chat they are 8 


It N Guilt and Condemnation for Sin. The righteous Law 


e of God condemneth them, for their Violations of it: 


7 Curſed is every one that continueth not in all Things which | 
are written in the Book of the Law to do them: He that 


Lelieveth not, is condemned already. They to whom the 
; Goſpel is hid, are not only under the Power & Defilement, 
but Guilt of Sin; are by a holy Law under Sentence 

of eternal Death: Their Conſciences are not only defiled, 
but guilty; and unleſs greatly ſtupified blinded and 


ful on Account of their Sins, and Guiltineſs thereby. 
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ſeared, are oftentimes rendering them uneaſy and pain- 
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aud pieaſing ærxe to them,” re driven away into Dark: 
neſo zl the Sentence of ( Sndemnation, which they had 


them Who can ſpeak, who can think of the Miſeries, 
| Wretchedaeſs, Woes and Torments of this State, «ac- 


we are informed concerning it, by Chriſt and his A- 
; 12 and not be concerned to eſcape i it? As we 


W 


that F ulneſs of Joy s & thoſe Rivers of Pleaſures which 
ever flow at God's 1 Hand; ſo we are greatly ig- 
mn of the Miſeries of the Dambed, whoſe Souls 


the eternal Pains of Hell ; where all that is good and 


ſhould remain ;, theſe Appetites will but add to their 
Vexation and Torment, being under an impollivilry of 


received, will, O how greatly, inhance their Sorrows. 
Worms bred within, and feeding upon the Bowels, the 


and bitter Reproaches; charging full home upon them 
the Follies and Madneſs which in this World they have 


of Saints in Heaven, we know not; bur probably much 
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If they IT the Goſp cl being bid to ” thei. then 
immediately they are de —— of all that hath been good 


been always under in this World, is now executed upon 
cording to their tull Extent? Or in any Manner as 


nom but very little concerning the Glories of Heaven, 


rſt, and at the Reſurrection their — both endure 


deſirable to humane Nature will be ever abſent; all that 
is uncomfortable, evil and undeſirable, ever preſent.” 
Ihe Riehes, Honours and Pleaſures, which here they 
„ far removed from them. Suppoſe a Deſire, 
a Reliſh for earthly Delights and ſenſual Gratifications, 


gratitying, Wo, 574, 
A Kemembrance of the good Things Aich they have 


Conſcience, that never dying Worm, in Alluſion to 
Vitals, the moſt tender and ſenſible Parts of the Body, 
will not fail to gnaw upon the Soul in the moſt keen 


been guilty of, in abuſing the Mercies, lighting the 
Grace, and rejecting the Love of God. How much 
they» will then be made to ſee, of God, and the Happineſs 
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to them that are oft, 2t 


ore than here they have had any Conceptions of, all to 


150 have loſt, in the loſs of God, and the Felicities of 
the heavenly World : Thea there will be weeping and 
Wnaſhing of Teeth, when they ſhall ſee Abraham, Iſaac 


of God, and themlelves thruſt out by Chriſt with God's 


0 Contempt: In blackneſs, of Darkneſs, where 
- ſhall neither ſee nor hear any Thing but what 
is fight and horrible to them; where their Cotn⸗ 


tors, and miſerable Perſons dooni'd to the ſame 


among themfelves, againſt God, and all that is Good, 


„ God ſupports them under theWeight, the amazing 
v Weightof his Wrath, who puniſherh them in his Fury, and 
1 taketh Vengeance upon them in his ſoreDiſpleaſure ; nei- 


of Souls in this State, none can conceive: God graci- 
ouſly grant, that we may not any of us experience it. 


Abatement, and Remedy ; the ſharpneſs of their Pains 


will always be increaſing, becoming more keen and 


0 diſtreſſing, under enlarged Capacities and Views of the 


Holineſs and Juſtice, Power and Goodneſs of God. 
The Eternity of Hell-Torments, cannot with any Rea- 
ſon be doubted, by thoſe who receive the Bible asGod's 
* 5 —— 


he increaſe of their Anguiſh in beholding tlie Good | 


and Jacob, and Multitudes from the Eaſt & Weſt, North 
and South, coming and ſitting with them in the Kingdom 


urſe upon them. Now they will be under Shame and 


anions ſhall be damned Devils their Tormen- 


wretched Fate with themſelves ; where reign without 
0 controul, perfect Hatred, Rage, Enmity and Malice, 


The Evils here inflicted are, O how many, how intollera- 
„ble; under which they could by no Means exiſt, were 
Ml fue, not continued inBeing by the ſame Power that gave 
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ther will hisEye ſpare, nor his Heart pifty. TheAnguiſh 
How many, how great ſoever are the Torments ok 
3 theDamned ; they will be eternal, without Intermiſſion, 


Y> vill not be abated, nor their Miſeries leſſen'd by their 
having been long accuſtorned to them; but probably 
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Word, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt as a true and faithful 
Prophet; which aſſure us, that the Damned in Hel! 
ſhall ſuffer the Vengeance of eternal Fire; © where their 
„ Worm dieth not, and the Fire is not quenched : And 
e theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting Puniſhmeat ; 
but the Righteous into Life eternal.” 
Brauch therefore as die in their Sins are eternally loſt, 
will be the Monuments of God's Wrath and Indigna- 
tion for ever : ſo that when they ſhall have ſuffered as 
many Millions of Ages, as there ſhall have been Mo- 
ZE meats from the Beginning to the End of Time ; they 
=. will have arrived nothing nearer to an End of their 
Torments than they were the Moment they entred into 
a them,but will be even then beginning to make their Bed 
in Hell. Of this they will ever be under deep and full 
9 Conviction, that they are never to have Deliverance, 
That they ate remedileſly, eternally loſt, that there will 
1 be no End to their Miſeries : all Gleams of Hope are 
'F no ſhut out from them for ever: Deſpair, perfect deſ- þ 
. Pair of all Relief reigns in them: they have noProſpect . 
A of any Thing but an Eternity of Torments; to lie MW. 
I down in Sorrow; never, never to riſe therefrom : 
| whereby they are cruſhed and broken beyond all our H 
|] Thoughts. V 5 
39 V. But what meaneth all this ſo great Wrath; why WW 
are all to whom the Goſpel is hid, thus loſtf ! 
1. Becauſe by Sin, we are fallen from GOD and our 
Happineſs; have incur'd his holy Diſpleaſure, and 
deſerve his Wrath. Sin when finiſhed, it brings forth 
Death : Temporal, ſpiritual and eternal Death, are the 
Nature, Tendency, Wages, and Fruit of Sin; thereby 
we forſake the Fountain of Life and Bleſſedneſs, and 
are neceſſarily ſo far miſerable as we are ſinful, When 
the Sun with-holds his Light and Heat, Cold and Dark- 
neſs come upon us: When infectious Diſeaſes, burning 
 Fevers and ſtrong Pains fill our Bodies, their ps 
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and Eaſe are removed : but not more naturally theſe, | 
than our Happineſs and well being by Sin; which dar- 
kens the Un erſtanding, perverts the Will, diſorders 
the whole Man, turning him from God. Beſides, as 
all Sin is committed againſt a Being of infinitePerfe&i- 
ons, it's demerit is everlating Puniſhment to the Sin- 
ner. 

2. There is no Deliverer from Sin, and it's Effects, 
but the Logp Js us CHRISTH only. Neither is there 
* Salvation in any other, for there is none other Name 
under Heaven given among Men whereby we muſt 
es be ſaved.”. * He came into the World to fave his 
“ People from their Sins; hath given himſelf a Ran- 
* ſom for many; hath madeAronement for Sin by the 
«© Sacrifice of himſelf; hath brought in an everlaſting 
“ Righteouſneſs : Him hathGod exalted with his own 
right Hand, to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give | 
Repentance unto Iſrael, and Forgiveneſs of Sins.” 

We are not ſaved by Jesus CRHRISsr, unleſs we 
believe i in Him. By Grace are ye ſaved thro' Faith. 
« He that belie veth and is baptized ſhall be ſaved, but 
he that believeth not ſhall be damned.“ ; 

4. We know not how any do or can believe on 
CarisT but by the Goſpel, How ſhall they believe in 
bim of whom they have not heard; and bow ſhall they 
hear without a Preacher ? The Goſpel is the Medium 
for conveying the Knowledge of Chriſt and producing 
Faith in him. Under which Confideration,theApoltle 
greatly rejoyceth inThankſgivings to God. Who alſa 
* cauſeth us to triumph in r Chriſt, and maketh mani- 
&« feſt theSavour of his Knowledge by us in every Place. 
« For in Chriſt Jeſus I have begotten you thro" the 
% Goſpel.” The Preaching of Chriſt is to them that 
6 85 Fooliſhneſs; but unto us which are ſaved, it 
is the Power of God. For it is written, I will deſtroy 
the Wiſdom of the wiſe, and will bring to Nothing 
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1 the Underſtanding of the radians: Where is the 
„ Wiſe ? Where is the Scribe? Where is the Diſpu- 
« ter of this World? Hath not God made fooliſh the 
% Wiſdom of this World? For after that, in theWiſ- 
cc dom of God, the World by Wiſdom knew not God, 
es it pleaſed God by the Fobliſhneſs of Preaching to 
Fe 10 them that believe.” As much as to ſay ; That 
in his infinite Wiſdom God ſaw it fit to try a great Part 
of the World for many Ages together, without giving 
them a divine Reyelation ; giving them Opportunity 
to exerciſe their own Reaſon, Knowledge and Skill for 
their Salvation; who while in this State, tho” many 
made divers Efforts toward the Knowledge of God 


K ; 


2 


and true Religion, yet neyer arrived thereto. How. 
much ſoever Socrates, Plato, Seneca and others excelled 


in Knowledge and Wiſdom, and had many Diſciples, 
who vrofeſſed much ſuperiour Vertue to others; yer 
by all their Learning and Wiſdom, came not to the 

8 of God; no not their moſt Learned and 
_ Wiſe ; thetVorld by Wiſdom, by their own Wiſdom apart 
from a divine Revelation, knew not God, but remained 
blind and loſt in Sin: Then after fo long a Trial and 
Experience of their Darkneſs and Inabilities reſpecting 
the Salvation of their nk z it pleaſed God by the Fool. 
iſhneſs of Preaching to ſave them that believe. 

5. None believe unto Salvation, but ſuch in and to 
whom, the Holy Spix fr revealeth and applieth the 
great Truths of the Goſpel. A Knowledge of Chriſt is 

7 to the Ear thro'ꝰ the Goſpel; the holy Spirit 
co- working, a Knowledge of Chriſt is convey'd to the 
Heart. While Peter ſpake theſe Words, the Holy Ghoj 
fell on all them which beard the Word. For by Grace are 
ye ſaved thro Faith, and that not of your ſelves, it is the 


Gift of God. So then Faith, or Faith indeed, cometh by 


bearing, and bearing by the Ward of God. In all that be- 
lieve 1 in Chriſt, the Goſpel hath a divine Energy thro? 
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the Operation of the Hot v GRHOsr in and upon [their 


divine Truths, and conforming them thereto ; © taking 
« away the Vail off the Heart; taking away the Heart 
of Stone, and giving a Heart ot Fleſh,” This 


thereby to confirm the Reality, the abſolute Neceſſity, 
and Greatneſs thereof. It is a Work well repreſented 


by God's commanding the Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, 


ken when the Earth was without Form and Void, and 


ſaid, Let there be Light, and there was Light. It is 


exerted in the Production of all Things into Being; 
and that exceeding Greatneſs of his mighty Power 


« GOD who commanded. the Light to ſhine out of 
„% Darkneſs hath ſhined in our Hearts, to give the 


« 


* 


« the Face or Perſon of Irsus CHRIST,” 
« his Workmanſhip created in CHAISH Jesvs unto 


to the Soul as a Reſurrection is to the ! 


Aa Reſtora- 
on * N to the Dead. ADAIR 
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Hearts; opening their Underſtandings to ſee or diſcern 


mighty Work of God in the Soul is variouſly repre- 
ſented by the Words which the Holy Gnosr uſeth, 


Darkneſs was on the Face of the Deep; when God 


the Exerciſe of a like divine Power to that which God 
which he wrought in Chriſt at his RefurreRion. ** For 


Light of the Knowledge of the Glory of GOD in 
For we are 


« good Works. The Eyes of your Underſtanding be- 
jag enlightned, that ye may know—what is the ex- 
“ ceeding greatneſs of his Power to us-ward who be- 
« lieve, according to the working of his mighty Power; 

e which he wrought i in CarisT when he raiſed him 
from the Dead, and ſet him at bis own right Hand 
in the heavenly Places. For you hath he quickned 

% who were dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins; even when 
* we were dead in Sins, hath he quickened us together 
de with CHRIST.“ The Converſion of a Sinner to GOD, 
is Reception of the ſpecial ſanctifying Grace of 60D 5 
by having the Redemption of CuRISr apply 'd to him, is 
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 - _ Y GOD, For 1 delermingd not to know any 
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It is now evident, that Man being loſt in _ by Sin, 
from which there is noRecovery but in and by CarisrT , 


and this not without Faith, which is given only by the 


Goſpel nada a divine Influence, giving a ſpiritual 
Goſpel Truths unto the quickening and 


renewing of the Soul after the Image of God: There- 
fore they are loſt to whom the Goſpel is hid- 


dien; ; ſuch are finally loſt to whom the Goſpel is ever 
hidden; who never have this divine Operation in and 
upon their Hearts, qualifying them for, and raiſing them 
to the Love and Service of GOD. Tho' the Fountain 


of Life is opened, and che Waters of the Sanctuary flow 


about them; yet never coming thereto, nor waſhing 
therein, they are never cleanſed, never healed nor ſaved. 
VI. We are now to attend unto ſome Improvement b 
of what hath been ſaid; which teacheth us, 
1. That it is not by moral Swafion, how well ſoever 
adapted to convince and perſwade; but by the Effici- 
tin of Almighty Power, that any Soul i is. ls enlighten'd 
Into the Goſpel, that any are renewed | in Heart, and con- 
verted unto GOD. 


The boly Scriptures are infinitely "ell and; — 


the gracious Purpoſes, for which they are deſig 


but meerly thereby, never was a Perſon converted to 


- GOD, nor by the beſt of Sermons delivered even by the 


greateſt & beſt of Preachers. Paul may plant, & Apollos 
water; but when ever a Soul is brought to the Know- 


- ledge of GOD in CnRIST, to know, love and obey the 


Goſpel i in Truth; this Increaſe, this Effect is given and 


x wrought of GOD. This, under ChRIST, that great 
Founder of his Church, was ever deeply ſenſible of,and 


on all Occaſions repreſents : To this Purpoſe, in his firſt 


Epiſtle to the Corinthians ſecond Chapter; he writes, 
And I Brethren when I came to you, came not with the 


excellency of Speech or of Wiſdom, declaring unio you the 
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bing among you, ſave FESUS CHRIST, and bim eru- 
ified. And my peech and my Preaching was not with 
be enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom, but in Demonſtration 
pf the Spirit and of Power. A Writer f on the laſt of 
heſe Words of the Apoſtle, ſays, He does not under- 
© value his own Reaſoning and Style; only diſavows 
d- che Subtleties of the Pagan Philoſophy and their ſo- 
ll 1 phiſtical Oratory; but ſhews that no Arguments or: 
d. Language can avail to reform and bring human” 
m.. Souls to the Love of God and a true Senſe of their 
in + Duty, without divine Aſſiſtance and Inſpiration.” 
W F< So Origen directly takes it” ; addeth the ſame Author. 

gg The divine Word here affirms, that what is ſpoken, 
d. W* (alcho? in it ſelf true and proper to perſwade) is not 
ut e ſufncient to reach the Soul of Man, unleſs Power be 

given from GOD to the Speaker; and Grace ſhine 

er out in the Expreſſion, which is communicated from 
Heaven to thoſe who ſpeak with Force & Efficacy. 
The Apoſtle's Manner was oftentimes to Reaſon out 
ff the Scripture, and always agreable thereto, adapting 

imſelf to the various Circumſtances and Neceſſities of 
he People; || becoming all Things to all Men; uſing 
great Plainneſs of Speech; mot in the Words which 
Man's Wiſdom teacheth, but which the HOLY GHOST 

eacheth ; entirely depending on CHRIsT to make the 

Vord effectual: That your Faith ſhould not ſtand in the 


'- W/i/dom of Men, but in the Power of GOD : not only 
1 in the Grace, Wiſdom and Strength afforded him to 
d peak but more eſpecially, in that Grace which was 
1 ommunicated from God to them, by his Almighty 
f Power working Faith in them. Howbeit we ſpeabliiſ 
om among them that are perfect; who being taught of 
55 OD are wiſe unto Salvation, have the Wiſdom of the 
7 uſt, that Wiſdom which cometh from above; ye? 4 2 


- Mr. Blackwall, in his Defence and Illuſtration of the /acred 
Claſſes, P. 283. | Act. xvii. 2, 3. Xxiv. 5. 
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the Wiſdom of this Warld, nor of the Princes of is 2 
that come to nought : But we ſpeak the Wiſdom of GOD 
in a Myſtery, even the bidden Wiſdom which GOD or- 
dained before the World unto our Glory; which none of the 
Princes of this World knew, The Rulers and chief 
Prieſts among the Jews who were active in or ſome 
Way conſenting to the Death of Chriſt, who had or 
ben have had the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament; 
yet were carnal, unenlightened, natural and unrenewed, 
having the Vail on their Hearts in the reading of Mo. 
es. and the Prophet,; their Minds were blinded : they 
knew not, but were ſpiritoally ignorant and undiſcern- 
ing of GOD, of CHRIST, and of divine Truth; for had 
they known (the little Word [4] is ſupplied by ourTran- 
ſlators) . they would not have crucified the Lord of Glory, 
But as it is written, Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear beard, fl, 
neither have entred into the Heart of Man, the Things . 
which GOD hath prepared for them that love him. Bui J. 
GOD hath revealed them unto us by bis Spirit. 


* 82 

By the Things here referred to, we may ſafely fap- M 
4 the Holy Ghoſt doth not intend only if at all, their 

Quantity, their Numbers and Extenſiveneſa, together W ar 

with the Fulneſs of Bleſſings and Glories, contained in Nou 

and attending them; with Regard to theſe, tho' they Hon 


had far clearer and larger Diſcoveries than any before fo 
or ſince, yet the Apoſtles of CarisT ſaw but as thro' a HB 
Glaſs darkly, knew but in Part, and propheſied accord- 
ingly : in this Senſe, the Riches of divine Love, the Mp: 
eternal Weight of Glory they had no adequate Con- Wrh 
ceptions of, nor was it poſſible tor them to have while Wer 
in theBody ; which ſuppoſe it might & had been given, Han 
neither might nor could have been uttered by them. 
But the Quality of the Things prepared for all the Nve 
truly pious, the excellency of their Nature, which the Nel 
carnal Eye, Ear and Heart of the natural Man, hath MC 
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Id never ſcen nor heard, nor LAY any Conception of; but 
D Ware as really and as much unknowing to, as we are to a 
„ WMan's Shape and Voice whom we have never heard nor 
be ¶ ſeen 3 + as we are to the Fruit of which Sort we never 
ef Whave taſted ; or as thoſe that have been ever blind are, 
de to Light aan Colours. 7. heſe Things hath GOD re- 
or vealed to us by His SptriT : O how great his Power 
in revealing, in making them known ! not only to the 
Apoſtles, but to a!) real ' Believers in Cu Is ; who Dave 
received, not the Spirit of the World, but the SPIRIT 
which is of GOD, that we might know the Things which 
N- Ware freely given to us of GOD : Which Things alſo we 
ad peak. But the natural Man, the unrenewed Perſon, to 
n- whom we ſpeak, receiveth not the Things of the SpigtT 
J. f GOD ; for they are Fooliſpneſs unto ok neither can 
d, N De know om. becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned : But 
be that is ſpiritual, renewed and ſanctified in CHRIS 
ut Jesve, judgeth or diſcerneth all T bings needful for his 
Salvation: yer be bimſelf is judged, i. e. diſcerned of 79 
P- M.Mar ; GOD only ſees his Heart. 
eir As we are the Children of Diſobedienee and Wrath, 
cr Ware we under Sin's Dominion, hath Corruption ſeized all 
in our Powers, are our Underſtandings darkned, our Affecti- 
e ons alienated from, and are they Enmity againſt GOD, 
re Bo that we put the Knowledge of him far from us, and 
a hate to be reformed ? By the ſanctifyingGrace of GOD, 
d- Ware we raiſed up to newneſs of Heart & Life? Are we 
he WPartakers of a new Nature, a divine Life ſuperiour to 
N- Wthe intellectual or rational Life, and as diſtin& there- 
ile from, as the rational is ſuperiour to & different from the 
en, animal Life! ? Have we a living operative Principle, abid- 
Ming & increaſing unto eternal Life; a Spark fromHea- 
he Nven leading theSoul thither ? Are we thereby enlightned, 
cleanſed and purified ? Are we become theT emples of 55 
th Cyrrsr, wherein are e offered ſpiritual Sacrifices to GOD 
ver „ continvally 
+ Joh, . 3. 15 
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continually, even pure Offerings, from the Altar of our 


Hearts? Doth the Incenſe of Prayer and Praiſe, aſcend 


to GOD in Faith & Love? Do we preſent our ſelvex 
Souls and Bodies, living Sacrifices to GOD in all holy 


Obedience? Surely he that hath wrought us for the ſel 
ſame Tbing is GOD : 
creative Work of Omni 
new created in CHRIST Ixsus; by the divine Spirit, 


it is by his Operation only, by a 
tence we are new wrought, 


fitted for and brought into GOD's Service here, and to 


his eternal Glory hereafter : Ibo alſo hath given 10 
ug the earneſt of the SPIRIT ; i. e. Part of, and the 


fame in Kind with the Inheritance to which we ſtand 
intitled; whereby we partake of the heavenly Glory 
in its Nature, tho in Meaſure inconceivably inferiout 


: to the actual Poſſeſſion of the whole. 


Let us therefore be far, very far from entertaining the 
Tho' t, that by our own, or the meer human Reaſoning 


and perſwaſive Arguments of others, either we or any 
other of Adam's apoſtate Race, ever were or will be 
truly enlightned into the Golpel ; 
tent, turning unto GOD, and doing Works meet fot 


become truly peni- 


Repentance : for where theſe are, there 1s the Work of 


GOD, the Effect of Almighty Power. 


2. What hath been ſaid teacheth the Sovereignty of 
GOD in his conferring Grace and Favour unto Men ; 


not only 1 in his ſending the Goſpel to ſome,while 89 15 
have it not; and this more largely and clearly to theſe 
latter chan he did to the former Ages of the Church; 


but more eſpecially i in that GOD cauſeth ſome to know 
to ſee a divine Glory, to find a 


_ transforming Power in the Goſpel of CHRIST ; while 
others under the ſame Goſpel, in the fame Church and 
Seat, are in Darkneſs concerning it, behold no Beauty, 
experience no Power in it, as do ſuch who are eternally 


BET Tui 


" "Now tht are %. * 31 4 


This Sinks Sovereignty is abundantly taught by 
cer: it was fully afferted “at that Time when 
% Ixsus anſwered and ſaid, I thank Thee, O FATHER, 

« Lok of Heaven and Earth, becauſe thou haſt hed 
« theſe Things from the wiſe and prudent, and haſt 
« revealed them unto Babes ; even ſo FATHER, for 
« ſo it ſeemed Good in thy Sight : All Things are 
delivered to me of my FATHER ; and no "Man 
„ knoweth the Son, but the F ATHER ; neither 
„ knoweth any Man the F ATHER, fave the SON, 
« and he to x cr Roar the Sox will reveal him; 
* Malib. xi. 29.— 27. Alſo Jab. vi.44, 43; No Man can 
* come to Mx, except the FATHER which bath ſent 
% Mx draw him: Every Man therefore that hath heard, 

% and learned of the FATHER cometh unto Mz.“ 
To the like Import, the Apoſtles of CuxIs declare 
the abſolute Sovereignty of GOD in the free Diſpoſals 
of his ſpecial Grace. For you ſee your Calling Bre- 
1 My * thren, how that not many wiſe Men after the 7 leſh, 
eni.- “ not many Mighty, not many Noble, are called but 
« GOD hath choſen the fooliſh Things of the World, | 
k offs 0 confound the wiſe; and GOD hath choſen the 
« weak Things of the World to confound rhe Things 


„org which are mighty ; and baſe Things of the World, 
7 “ and Things which are deſpiſed, hath GOD choſen; 
bers. Vea and Things which are not, to bring to nought 
bei „Things that are; that no Fleſh ſhould glory in his 
« Preſence. Jrael which followed after the Law of 
Righteouſpels, hath not attained to the Law of Righ- 
teouſneſs, Wherefore ? Becauſe they ſought it not 
by Faith, but as it were by the Works of The Law. 
Iſrael hath not attained that which he ſeeketh for; 
v1 but the Election hath obtained it, and the reſt were 
906 „ blinded. For the Gifts and Calling of GOD are 
. without Repentance. O the Depth of the Riches 
This both of 1 Wiſdom and Knowledge of GOD! how | 
= E 2 1 unſcarcheble 
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« anſearchabis are his Jadgments, 104 his Way 8 
« finding Gut ! For who hath known the Mindof the 


5 e or who hath been his Counſeller? Or who 

_ ** hath firſt given to him, and it ſhall be recompenſed 

e unto him again? For of him, and thro' him, and 

to him, are all Things; to whom be Glory for ever. 
« Amen. 


3. Hence the Miniſter: of Cunres have much for 


their Excitement, faithfully to preach the Goſpel, to con. 
 tinue and abound therein. 
Poth the Goſpel give a rich Diſplay of the Glories of 
GOD; of the perſonal and mediatorial Glories of the 
* RExpxEMER ? Deſtitute of this, are Perſons eſtranged 
from GOD ? ls this the great Medium whereby Souls 
know GOD in ChRISTr, are united with and conformed 
to him? Is it hid only to the loſt ? Surely it's Mini- 
ſters have abundant Cauſe to do all they can to make 


| known the Goſpel ; to be inſtant in and out of Seaſon ; 


to embrace all fixed appointed Times and Seaſons, with 1 
all other occaſional Opportunities providentially given 
for preaching it; to be unwearied and faithful in deli- 


vering the te Counſel of God, keeping nothing 


back t that may be profitable for their Hearers, * Fe or 


© we are unto GOD, a ſweet Savour of CHRIST in 
<« them that are ſaved, and in them that periſh.” 


<« Tho' to the one the Savour of Death unto Death, 


<« yet to the other the Savour of Life unto Life. For 


<<. what if ſome do not believe, ſhall their Unbelief de- 


« ſtroy the Faith of GOD's Elect? God forbid. 


<< Therefore ſeeing we have this Miniſtry, as we have 


« received Mercy, we faint not; but have renounced 


.** the hidden Things of Diſhoneſty ; not walking in 
„ Craftineſs, nor handling the Word of God deceit- 
fully ; but by the Manifeſtation of the Truth, com- 


« mending our ſelves to every Man's Conſcience in 
the Sight of GOD." . e 


-F 
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1. From what hath been diſcourſed,we may ſee very, 
many and great Obligations upon us, to be Pankful for, 


big biy to prize, and well improve the Goſpel. + nid 


Which is diſpenſed to us, while Thouſands in the 


World never heard the glad Tydings; comes to us 
under greater Advantages than ever it came to any 
before GOD was maniteſt i in the Fleſh ; comes richly 


laden with the manifoldBleſſings of Cx IST, with many. 


exceeding great and precious Promiſes, holy Doctrines 


and Precepts ; plainly informing what Man was be- 


fore, what we are by our Apoſtacy from GOD ; what 
we are by Renovation, how and by whom this i is 
wrought ; ſtrongly aſſerting what Man is and ſhall 


be advanced to, in his glorified State; when we 
ſhall be made like to the Angels of GOD: tho' in- 


deed we know not the Extent, the Fulaeſs of that Glory, 


and cannot diſtinctly tell what we ſhall be; yet we 
know that we ſhall be like CurisT ; for we ſhall ſee 
him as he is, be for ever with him where he is, and be- 


hold his Glory : and as plainly ſhewing, their dreadful 
F ate, who are diſobedient to the heavenly Command. 


It becomes us ſure, to have and always to maintain 
a a grateful Senſe of GOD's great and diftinguiſhing 
Goodneſs, in giving us this divine, this glorious Diſ-— 
penſation; with Prayer and Diligence to read the holy. 
Scriptures, ſearching them daily : as we have Oppor- 
tuvity, with Reverence to attend upon the Word 


preached ; meditating thereon continually ; yielding a 


preſent continued vnfeigned univerſa] Obedience there- 


to. It becomes us ſurely to believe theGoſpel,that what 


GOD ſpeaks therein he will and doth perform; not 
ſuffering one of his Words to fall to the Ground; but 
that all even to a Tittle, ſhall be fulfilled ; that the 
Wicked ſhall not go unpuniſhed,nor the Righteous un- 
rewarded. We ſhould believe the Promiſes, firmly and 
Fg expecting their Accompliſhmenr ; all which, 


in 
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In Cunisv, are Fei ea, and in him Amen, unto the Glor * 


GOD : forthe is faithful that hath promiſed ; and is 
able not only to keep that which we commit unto him, 
but to ſee that nothing fail of all the Good which he 
hath ſpoken concerning Zion. We are obliged to be- 


hive in the GOD of the Goſpel, and in his Son IEsus 


CHR1sT, and to be yielding our ſelves to his holy Will 
10 all ö 
What hath been ſaid 3 alſo, that it is . 


wth to be defired, that the Goſpel may be conveyed to all 


People on the Earth, truly known by all where it is, and 
that our Bebaviour correſpond with theſe Deſigns. . - 
Is this the great Vehicle whereby GOD conveys the 
richeſt Treafures, the greateſt Bleſſings to Mankind? 
Without this, are they alſo without CHRIST, without 
GOD, and all good Hope in the World? Sure we 
cannot too much defire that theGoſpel may be preach- 
ed to every Creature; that all Nations and Languages 
may hear in their own Tongue the great Things of 
GOD and his Salvation. 


Are they to whom the Galned-4 is "hid, 1000 in | Sin, 


darken'd,and perverted from the Truth; whoſe neither 
Perſons nor Services are accepted of GOD, but curſed 
y his Law, and ſo continuing muſt be driven out from 
all Enjoyments, remain, eternally remain unqualified 
for, and infinitely diſtant from, the Employments and 
Glories of the heavenly World? Mult they fink under 
the Wrath of GOD and the Laws, with Aggravations 
of Guilt and Pain, for having rejected theCounſels,and 
ſinned againſt the Light of the glorious Goſpel ? If 


here alſo we conſider that all ro whom the Goſpel is not 


hid, are truly acquainted with ChAIST, renewed in the 


Whole Man, love and purſue Holineſs, are pardoned 


and juſtiſied, are become the Children of GOD by 
Faith, are intitled to a Deliverance from allEvil, — 


| ; Advancement to all Good: how 3 our Souls moſt 


— 


© 


” 
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Perſons among the Heathen, and ſuch among our 
ſelves as are ſorely pained or diſeaſed in Body, and 


diſtreſſed with temporal Calamities; do we not wiſh, 
and as we have Opportunity endeavour their Delive - 
rance and Recovery; eſpecially when there are many 


Reaſons to be aſſigned for our Hope, that ſuch their 


Difficulties and Grievances may be redreſſed? How 


inconceivably more are Souls to be pitied, their Deli- 
yerance and Recovery to be deſired and attempted z 


who are captivated by the Devil, diſeaſed with the moſt 


fatal Maladies, expoſed to the foreſt Calamities; for 


whom notwithſtanding the Goſpel opens an effectual 


Door of Hope? \ Minifters ſure can defire nothing bet- 


ter, and ſhould endeavour nothing more for their Peo- 
ple; Parents for their Children; Maſters for their 
Servants ; and each Perſon for himſelf and others; than 
this, that they may know the Truth as it is in Jeſus, know 


the Things of their Peace in this their. Day. 


We are in the Scriptures of Truth abundantly taught 
by Precept and Example, to be fervent, conſtant and 


perſevering in our Prayers, that God will cauſe his Word 5 
to run and be glorified, make known his Salvation 


among all People, and ſend forth his Light and his 


Truth, for the increaſing of the Redeemer's Kingdom 


and Glory. That firſt of all Supplications, Prayers, 


Interceſſions and giving of Thanks be made for all Men, 


For this is good and acceptable'in the Sight of God our Sa- 
viour; who will have ; i.e. who commands all Men, or 


will,i, e. effectively bring ſome of all Nations, Characters 


and Stations, 10 be ſaved, and do come unto the Knowlege . 


F the Truth. It was the Heart's Defire and Prayer of 
the A poſtle 10 Cod for ral, that they mught be ſaved; 


How 


3 


t them that are off, "IF 
eagerly defire that all who have the Goſpel may know 
it truly, that it may not be a hidden Goſpel to any who 


are under ſo gracious a Diſpenſationf ' _ 
Common humanity leads us to pity poor captivated 


* 3 : 4 f 7 be Goſpel þ le, 


Ho frequently, how fervently 10 we lind him praying 7 
tor Jetus and Gentiles, that they might know the Truth © v 
as it is in Jesus, and abound therein For the Epbe- h. 
fans, That the God of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the I a 
Father of Glory, may give unto you the Spirit of © G 
% Wiſdom and Revelation in the Knowledge of him: a 
„ The Eyes of your Underſtanding being enlightened; 11 
« that ye may know What is the "aa of his Calling, ir 
and what the Riches of the Glory of his Inheritance * 
sin the Saints; and what is the exceeding greatneſs et 
of his Power to us - ward who. believe, according to 1 
% the working of his mighty Power.” For the Colo A 
fans, That ye might be filled with the Knowledge J. 
of his Will, in all Wiſdom and ſpiritual Underſtand- Þ 9 
ing: That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto I. 
all pleaſing, being fruitful in every good Work, and t 


“ increaſing in the Knowledge of God.” For the Ga- | 
latians, *« rravailing i in Birth again until Chriſt ſhould be 
formed in them.” How congruous is ſuch a Beha- © 
viour to the Cicainiſiaace of Men, and their Depen- | © 


dences on God; to the Riches of his Grace & Glory, | 
Love and Power i in Chriſt, to be communicated by the || {1 
Agency of the holy Spirit in the Knowledge of the n 
Truth? How agreable, that in ſecret, in private and 

in public Prayers, this ſhould ever be a Requeſt, that 
the gloriousGoſpel may be every where known ? Whe- | *© 
cher it be or not, in conformity to the late Concert for 5 
Prayer; yet highly ſuitable it is that Societies, Churches, 
and whole Congregations. ſhould aſſemble with this ſpe i. 
Deſign; to implore of God the moſt extenſive Spread 
of his Goſpel, and the gracious Influences of his Spirit, 


powerfully to accompany it throughout the World; as t 
alſo gratefully to acknowledge the divine Goodneſs for t 
what of theſe he affords to Men, who is the giver of i 
every good Gift, with whom is the Reſidue of the Spi- 

| wh any who' only hath the e 8 exernal 1. 10 v 
| ny ©; IGC 
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3 heſide this of Prayer, we are diligently to attend e- 
f very Practice whereby a Knowlege of the Goſpel may 
- BE hopefully be promoted and improved among ourſelves 
e and others: and ſhould freely diſtribute of our earthly 
f © Goods for it's Support where it is, and for it's Convey- 
: | ance where it is not. We ſhould carefully avoid all ſuch 
Things as tend to hinder it's Progreſs and happy Effects 
„ in the World; heed fully ſhould we ſhun all Strife, Di- 

e viſions, needleſs Debates, Contentions and Animoſities, 

s | eſpecially concerning the Goſpel of Peace: we are 
o | carefully to watch againſt all inordinate Cares for 

1 and unrighteous Purſuits of earthly Things, all Pre- 
e | Jjudices againſt the Goſpel; that we don't reſiſt nor 
- | quench the holy Spirit 1 in his friendly Motions and Bene- 
o | factions ; that we don't deſpile a preached Goſpel, nor 
1 | the Preachers of it; that we don't hearken to them 
- | who would ſubvert or keep us back from the Faith ; 

e | *<© Leſt by any Means as the Serpent beguiled Eve thro? 
- | © his Subtilty, ſo your Minds ſhould be « corrupted from 

- | © the Simplicity that is in Chriſt:“ that we don't join 
with, nor any Ways countenance ſuch as oppoſe them- - 
e ſelves to the Goſpel, whether they appear openly or are 
e | more concealed as Apoſtles of Light; “ For ſuch are 
d falſe Apoſtles, deceitful Workers, transforming them- 
it || © ſelves into the Angels of Chriſt ; and no marvel, 
- | © for Satan himſelf is transformed: into an Angel of 
r | © Light; therefore it is no great Thing if hisMiniſters 


; | © alſo be transformed as theMiniſters of Righteouſneſs, 
ti“ whoſe End ſhall be according to their Works.” 
d 6. How apparently vain and fatal their Self Halteries, 


> how deluſory and deſtructive their Hopes, who pleaſe. 
s | themſelves with an Expectation of eternal Life, becauſe 
Ir they have the Goſpel, and partially attend to ſome of 
of it's Precepts, while they want a ſpiritual Acquaintance 
i- with and a hearty univerſal conformity thereto. This 
was common among the 7ews ; they boalted of the 
E 1 Law 
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Low, while they di ſhvtouted God, in breaking-i it; of 
having Abraham to their Father, while the "Faith of A. 
Brabam they had not, and his God they hated ; the Tem- 
ple of theLord, the Temple of the Lord, are theſe, while 
the GOD of the Temple they did not ſerve. 


How commonly like their's is the Practice of People 
now, God knoweth : How often they boaſt, in having 


the Goſpel, in attending to ſome Things directed to 


thereby, when they never conform to it in Truth, nor 


bring forth the Fruits of the Spirit of Grace ; who de- 
Jude themſelves in hoping all is and ſhall be well with 
them, becauſe they read and hear the Goſpel, and have 


the delicate plentifulProviſions of God ſet before them, 


tho? they never come and feed thereon. Such will ve- 


rily periſh in their Sins, except they repent ; yea, it ſhall 


be more tolerable for the Sodomites, and the People that 

dwelt in Tyre and Sidon in the Day of Judgment, than 
For ſuch who having been exalted to Heaven in Privi- 
leges ſhall be thruſt down to the loweſt Hell for their 
aggravated Sin and Guiltinels 1 in having 9 88 and 
abuſed them. 


7. Is the Goſpel bid to many who are under this 


divine w z are the Circumſtances of ſuch aw- 
ful & tremendous ? Then certainly we ſhould be cau- 
tious, extremely cautious, that we be not miſtaken in a 
Matter of ſuch infinite Concernment. There is not ſo 
muchDanger of our being groſly ignorant, as there is of 
our not receiving the Truth in the Love of it, in our 
not ſubmitting our ſelves to the Will of God as exhi- 
bited in the Goſpel. 5 


Let us therefore ſeriouſly enquire into ſmeThingy'; 3 


aſking his gracious Conduct and Illuminations, who i is 
the Father of Lights, the Searcher of all Hearts, and 


the Trier of the Reins of the Children of Men.” 
Did we ever find our ſelves to be ignorant of the 
Truth? Do we know a Time when we were void 2 
| dhe 
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the ect Influence of the Holy Spirit attending 
the Goſpel? Commonly, they to whom now it is not, 


know a Time when the Goſpel was hid w them; that 


at that Time they were withoutChriſt,and without God, 
having no good Hope in the World. This, is the uſual 
Method of God in hisOperations of Grace,in theHearts 


of all adult Perſons ; they are brought to know them- 
ſelves to be in Darkneſs. ** And Jesvs ſaid, for Judg- 
ment I am come into this World, that they which 
< ſee not might ſee,and that they which ſee might be 
„ made blind. Are we blind alſo ? ſaid ſome that 


K 


&* heard theſe Words. IEsus ſaid unto them, if ye 
<< were blind, ye ſhould have no Sin, but now ye lay 
© we ſee, therefore your Sin remaineth.” (Job. 9. 


39,—41.) Perſons that are never knowing to anyTime, 


wherein they were blind reſpecting divine and ſpiritual 
Objects, and this after all the human Teachings with 
which they may have been favoured ; ſuch may gene- 
rally with great Propriety conclude, the Goipel is yet 


hid to them. All who believe to the ſaving of theip 


Souls, are horn not of Blood, nor of the Will of the Fleſh, 
nor of the Will of Man, but of God, It is not what runs 


in the Blood; it is not by the good Inſtructions, Coun- 


ſels, and Examples of others; nor by their own Righ- 55 


teouſneſs, Strength and Wiſdom; No; they hear and 
learn of the Father, are irradiated by the Spirit of God, 


whereby they become acquainted with the great Truths 


in the Goſpel, and know the only true God and Jeſus 


Chriſt whom he hath ſent; otherwiſe the Light that 


is in them is Darkneſs, and how great is that Darkneſs ? 
When Perſons are once tranſlated out of the Kingdom 


of Darkneſs, into that of God's dear Son; they can 


commonly remember ever after, that they were Darkneſs; 
that there was a Time, when they had not that Know- 
ledge concerning God, his Word, Spirit & Operations, 
Which now chey have, 


. But 
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But i it may be fit again, ſolemnly to fnquite 3 ; Do we 
know a Time when we were eſtranged fromGod, under 
the Dominion of Sin, totally oppoſite to the Holineſs 

and Purity of his Nature and Laws? dar he would 


have been juſt in damning us for ever? When we 
were loſt in Sin, ſo loſt that no Arm ſhort of the Al- 
mighty, could bring Salvation; loſt eternally, unleſs 
infinite Mercy and Omnipotence ſhould interpoſe ? 
They can commonly anſwer 1 in the Affirmative, to whom 
the Goſpel is not hid. 


Oace more, Do we know a Day of God's power, where: 
in we have been made truly willing to entertain CHRIS 
zs he is offered in the Goſpel ? Do we, have we reſted | 
on him only 
amiable, infinitely excellent, and altogether lovely, in 


for Salvation? Is Chrift tranſcendently 


our Eſtimation? Have we ſeen any Thing of his Glory, 


the Glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of 
Grace and Truth? 
finitely endeared to us, in his Perſon, Natures, Offices 

and Works, as God-Man- Mediator? Is the Hiſtory, and 


Is Chriſt become precious, and in- 


are the Doctrines of Chriſt, our Delight? Do we meditate 
Do we love the Word i of GOD, eſteeming 
it as a choice Treaſure, preferable to fine Gold, and the 
Ticheſt Pearls? Is it ſweeter than Honey to our Taſte, 
Do we 
eſteem it as our neceſſary Food, whereby our Souls are 
to be fed and nouriſhed, ſtrengthned and animated for 
Have we taſted and ſeen that the 
Lord is good? Do we prize, highly prize bis Com- 
mandmenis? Arg we ſubjected to them willingly and 
univerſally, are they not grievous to us? 

Do we attend unto every known Duty, ſo that we Hue 


Bu ja the Neglea of any Thing to which we know 


God calleth us? 
Law knowingly indulged by us? 


1s there any Tranſgreſſion of God's 
Do we depart from 


al Oquitys N alide ur Weight, and a Sins 
as 
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as more eaſily beſet vs? Are we Mourners before 


God for our own, and the Sins of others? Do we hate 


Iniquity, and love Righteouſneſs ? Perſons may ſhun 
the Extremes of Cold and Heat, their Enemies Swords 
or Cannon, from a fear of receiving Harm thereby; 
but with a very different Temper, do we ſhun a Toad | 
or Serpent; our Natures loath and abhor them, avoid 
the Sight and Thought of them, even when there is no 
Danger of being hurt by them. When we avoid Sin 
only thro? fear of ſome ill Attendant or Conſequence 
thereof ; this doth not at all argue our State to be good. 
To refrain the open Practice, while the Heart and 
Affections cleave to and delight in Sin, is nothing more 
than what loſt Perſons may go into. If we know the 
Grace of God in Truth, we hate all known Sin, with all 
it's Appearances ; loath and abhor our {elves for Sin; 
59 applying daily to the Fountain that God hath open- 
ed, for TS 


cleanſing and healing therefrom. 1% 

Have we the Law of God written in our Hearts? 
Have we the Image of God drawn upon us? Of 
Chriſt's Fulneſs, have we received and Grace for Grace? 
i.e. the ſame Graces for Kind, which were in. Chriſt, 
have we in our ſelves, thro* a Derivation thereof from 
him? Do we love Ketirement for Meditation & Prayer; 
and delight in all Duties of Piety ? Do we love and 
live in the Exerciſe of Righreouſneſs, Truth & Charity 
towards others; Meekneſs, Sobriety, Temperance, 
Self. Denial and Purity reſpecting our {elves ? In theſe 
— ee LN 
Are we acquainted with the gracious Indwelling and 
Influences of theHolyGhoſt ? Do we know what mean 
eth the Preſence and Abſence of the Comforter ? Or 


do we live and ſee no Changes reſpecting the Spirit of 


Grace? Knowing nothing of the gracious Coming, or 
mournful Departures of this divine Paraclete ? This 
indeed ſeems to be the melancholy State of many : they 


* 
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never mourn by Reaſon of Darkneſs and the Abſence 


or want of the holy Spirit; becauſe they have never 
been enlightened, quickened, ſtrengthened, refreſhed, 
and comforted thereby. In a Word, Do we bring forth 


1 , ĩ . ĩ LTey 
= 8. Doth the Day dawn, my Brethren, is the Day- 
Star riſen in any of your Hearts? IFig to be hop'd, 
that you will not eaſily forget, but carefully retain, and 
more deeply fix in your Souls, weighty and very ſenſible 
Impreſſions of the great Things God hath done for you, 
and E your very ſingular Obligations to love and obey 
Upon the moſt calm, ſtrict, and prayerful Examina- 
tions, can you truly conclude on Scripture Grounds, and 
comfortably or ſafely hope that the Goſpel is not a ſealed 
Book to you; that you truly know ſomething of the 
Myſtery of Godlineſs, great as it is; that you are not 
altogether Strangers to the Myſtery of Iniquity, the 
Plague of your own Hearts, and that All- ſufficient Re- 
medy which God hath provided and offers to us in the 


already conferred upon you, and to which you are in— 
titled, of which you will be ſurely, ſpeedily, eter- 
nally paſſeſſed? You will ſure return and give God 
thanks; ever chearfully acknowledging him who hath 
open'd your Eyes, and made you to differ from others; 
and that he hath not done this from any Good which 

he foreſaw to be in you, but only becauſe he was pleaſed 
to pre-determine theſe Mercies for, and confer them up- 
on you; having choſen you to Salvation thro' Sanctifi- 
cation of the Spirit, and Belieff of the Truth; becauſe 
ba will have Mercy on whom he will have Mercy. 
See that you aſcribe all the Praiſe and Glory to God. 


Li | known Unto y ou; be aſhamed & confounded for 
| 4 . Rowe : of — 4 . c — « o_ 0 I 


». 


4 | C the Fruits of the Spirit, and live by the Faith of the 


il _ 'Goſpel? O how many, how great are the Bleſſings 


Not for your Sakes do J this faith the Lord God, be 


20. then that are . 43 


7 your « own Ways, 0 Houſe of Iſrael 1 * * God hath 
done this, not becauſe you can be profitable to him, as 


one Man may be ſo to another; not becauſe you were 
undeſerving his Wrath ; nor yet becauſe you were not 
throughout defiled, and altogether guilty, or leſs ſo than 
others; but for the Sake of his own great Name, God 
Motteth out thy Tranſgreſſions, and will nat remember thy 


Sins ! + Ye ſage will remember your Ways and your 
„ Doings, wherein ye have been defiled, and loath 
your ſelves in your own Sight, for all your Evils 


** that ye have committed. And ye ſhall know that 
© I am the Lorp, when I have wrought with you for 


my Name's Sake; not according to your wicked 
„Ways, nor according to your corrupt Doings, O FE 


„ Houle of Iſrael, ſaith the Lord GOD. + | 
See that you live agreable to your Calling andAdop- 

tion of God ; to the Priviledges, Vows and Hopes,that 

you are under: that your Converſation be as becometh 


the Goſpel, in all Purity and Holineſs, avoiding the 


Appearance of Evil. Walk humbly before God, caſt- 
ing all your Cares upon him, for he careth for you. 


"06 "Bo ſober, be vigilant, becauſe your Adverſary the Devil 


as a roaring Lion, walketh about ſeeking whom he 


may devour, whom reſiſt ſtedfaſt in the Faith. Gird- 
6 ing up the Loins of our Minds, let us run with Pa- 


“ tience the Race that is ſet before us; looking unto 
* Jeſus the Author and Finiſher of our Faith: So run 


that ye may obtain.” See that ye ſhine as Lights i " 


the World; whereby your heavenly Father may be 
glorified, t yourBrethren on Earth converted & edified, 
and your ſelves comforted, as being and ſhewing your 


ſelves to be indeed, the Diſciples & Friends of Chriſt. 1 
Have you ſeen a Glory in the Goſpel? Have you 


been wy Selah | in the Glories, the ſurpaſſing 
Glories 


* Ezek. xxxvi. 25,--=32. + Iſai, «liti, 25. I Ezck. 
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Glories of 4 Gvine ie Objects ? „Hath it pleased theFa- 
«. ther, to reveal his Son in you, to ſhed Abroad his 
ws Love in your Hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt which is 


given unto us; whereby we have been made to re- | 


“ joyce in Hope of the Glory of God?“ Let the 
Beauty of the Lord your God remain upon you: keep 


your ſelves in his Love; come to him your exceeding 


Joy; and be yeF ollowers of God as dearChildren, Are 
you at any Time under Clouds and the hidings of. his 
Face; ſtill wait for, and earneſtly, cry after him, as a 


Child crying to, and following his Parent, that turneth 
from him : ever remembring, that as a Father pitieth 
his Children, ſo the Lord pitieth them that fear him. 
See that ye follow the Lord wholly ; that ye know 


more of God and his Will, and be more conformed 
thereto ; that ye imitate & reſemble him in his moral 


- Perfections, his Holineſs, Righteouſneſs, Goodneſs, 
Love, Kindnels, Mercy,Compaſlion, &c. ſhewing forth 
the Vertues and Praiſes of him who hath called you 


into a Knowledge of his Kingdom and Glory : that ye 


be intirely obedient to his Commands; ſubmiſſive, pa- 
tient and reſigned in all Afflictions; 3 meek and lowly 
in Proſperity ; in every Thing giving Thanks; living | 
as the Children of the Day and of the Light; laying up | 7 


Treaſures in Heaven; being rich in good Works ; 3. 88 
ye have Opportunity, doing Good to and ſecking the 


Happineſs of all Men; ſympathizing with them in 
their Adverlities ; rejoycing, heartily rejoycing in all 
that is goo and advantageous to them. See that ye 


war the Chriſtian WatFfare, with Conſtancy, Reſolution, 


Watchfulneſs; taking to you the whole Armour of God; 


that ye go on from Strength to Strength; working out! 
your Salvation with Fear and Trembling; ſtedfaſt and 
unmoveable, always abounding in the Work of the 
Lord; for as much as ye know that it is God who 
yorketh | in you both to will and to do of his good 
uw „ oo 8 


oe 
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Pleaſure i at your Labour ſhall not be in vain 
in the Lord. 

„Let all, who hitherto have not Known the Goſpel 
ſoirituoth, now apply to God for this Knowledge: To 
him who only can take the Vail off your Hearts, and 
cauſe the Light to ſhine in upon the Soul with ſuch 
Efficacy, as ſhall cauſe you to behold, and to be changed 
from Glory to Glory, in beholding the Glory of God 


. 


in his Son Jeſus. He can bring. this Glaſs ſo near, and 


reflect the Rays ſo ſtrongly, that your Souls ſhall take 
the heavenly Fire and enkindle to a fervent Love to 
God & Charity towardMen. Let noMan deceive thee, 
deceive not thyſelf, with this proud, vainImagination, that 
you don't need the ſpecial creative, regenerating Influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit, to enlighten and renew, to 


purify and cleanſe the Heart. 


David, a Man after God's own Heart, and much ac- 
gained » with his Word, yet la, of Navy ws 9 8 5 


4 2 * 


Ve DS 5 
This is what God hath ed to 90 for and in \ all 


his People. © I will take away the ſtony Heart out 


of your Fleſh:: And I will give an Heart of Fleſh; 
„and I will put my Spirit within you, and cauſe 
* you to walk in my Statutes, and ye ſhall keep 
40 my Judgments, and do them.“ Acknowledge 
God therefore to be the Author and Finiſher of this 


great Work : cry earneſtly to him for his holy Spirit: 
Ak eck-nocknitanpcimportunatelyperſeveringly : 
G 


come 
1 brek, xxxvi, 25725. 


__ je G Baden 


come to God, agreable to Luke 18. 1.—8; And 
Chap. 13. V. 243 Strive to enter in at the frait Cate; 
for many 1 ſay unto you will ſeek to enter in, and Hall not 


be able. 


Conſider; your preſent Sate 18 deplorable, and if 


continued .in will be irremediable. Now there is a 
Door of Hope; Mercy is now offered; there is For- 
giveneſs with God that he may be feared ; with him is 


plenteous Redemption ; whoſoever will, jet him come, 
and him that cometh God will in no wiſe caſt out, or 


reject; now is the acceptable Time, now is the Day 
. of Salvation: : To Day if any among you will hear his 
Voice, harden not your Hearts; very ſhortly, Time 
| with all it's Opportunities, ſhall be no longer. 
It affords a melancholy Proſpect, that Men don't l 
know nor love God where Paganiſh Idolatries reign: 
but more fo, that many among the ancient Tjraelites 
and Jews were diſobedient to the Truthk; * when God 
at ſundry Times and in divers Manners ſpake to them 
by the Prophets, they contracted much Guilt in coun- 
teratting their Light, in abuſing their Privileges. But 
how much more melancholy, how ſhocking to the laſt 
Degree, that Men ſhould continue in Darkneſs & Diſ- 
_ obedience now in tbeſe laſt Days, when God hath ſpo- 
| ken to us-by his Son ! whereby they contract far more 
.Sinfulneſs, Guiltineſs and Defilement ? © For it we fin 


« wilfully after that we have received the Knowledge 


of the Truth, there remaineth no more Sacrifice for 
Sins, but a certain fearful looking for of Judgment, 
and fiery Indignation, which ſhall devour the Ad- 
«© verſaries. - He that deſpiſed{ Moſes Law, died with- 
a out Mercy under the Hand or Teſtimonies of two or 
„ three Witneſſes ; Of how much ſorer Puniſhment 
' << ſuppoſe ye ſhall he be thought worthy,who hath trod- 
Fo den undet Foot the Son of God, and: hath . 

2 Ahe 


1 Rom. i, 18,— 28. ii, 8 


/ 


„ the Blood of the Covenant wherewith he was ſancti- 
d ce fied, an unholy Thing, and hath done deſpite unto. 
„ the Spirit of Grace? For we know hint that hath | 
e faidf, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recom- 
; * pence, ſaith the Lord.” Therefore we ought to 
if e give khe more earneſt heed to the Things which we 
2 | © have-heard, leſt at any Time we ſhould let them ſlip. 
„ For if the Word ſpoken, by Angels, was ſtedfaſt, and 
5 } every Tranſgreſſion and Diſobedience received a juſt 
© | © Recompence of Reward; how ſhall we eſcape if we 
i neglect ſo great Salvation, which at the farit began 
Y | © to be ſpoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto 
us e us by them that heard him; God alſo bearing them 
* | © Witneſs both with Signs and Wonders, and with 
divers Miracles, and Gifts of the holy Ghoſt, accord- 
't TLDS on Wal. Eoin nite: 5 
should we attend only to the Reaſonableneſs thereof, 
es | we muſt conclude, that n under fo clear and ſtrong, 
d ſo burning and ſhining a Light as the Goſpel gives, 
m every Heart will be enlightened and foften'd, melted in- 
1- | to a godly Sorrow, and genuine Repentance, inflamed 
ut} with divine and heavenly Affections; that under ſuch 
t gracious Beams, al! Men will give a preſent, cordial, 
[- Joytul Entertainment to the Lord of Life and Glory. 
Nov, when the Truths of God and his Salvation are fo 
ic | plainly ſet before us, when our Duty is ſo apparent and 
in inconteſtible, when the glorious Rewards of Grace are 
ſo great, ſo rich, ſo ſure, ſo near, ſo durable, fo di- 
Ir | vine; who will not come and in holy Obedience, par- 
take thereof? When the righteous Judgments of 
d- | God for Impenitence and Diſobedience, ere by the Goſ- 
u- pel repreſented to be ſo awful, ſo tremendous, ſo una- 
or | voidable, & eternal; ſure henceforth no Perſon will go 
nt on in his Sins. Now when the Love and Kindneſs of 
J- | God appear ſo marvellous and matchleſs, the Heighth 
d and Depth, the Length and Breadth whereof, infinitely 
F e e xroe- 
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ct all Deſcription and T hought; ; ſure we mould 


love him who hath ſo loved the World : The Love of 
Chriſt ſhould: conſtrain us henceforth, not to live unto 


our ſelves, but unto him that died for us. 
Findeſt thou no Relentings, O Sinner, no Mo vings 
of Heart? Hath Chriſt died that he might atone for 


our Sins, and reconcile us to God; and wilt thou not 


repent and turn, and be reconciled to him ? Wilt thou 
not now ſhew thy ſelf to be a Man, a reaſonable Per- 


fon; eſcaping the Damnation of Hell, by a hearty Re- 
ception of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt? 
Wow when pardon of all Sins is ſo freely ten- 
der'd; tho' Sin hath abounded, the Grace of God 
aboundeth | much more; who therefore will not 
come in upon the Goſpel offer, and receive par- 
doning Mercy from God ? Is there Proviſion 
in the Goſpel for Sinners of every Denomination ; 
5 healing for Backſliders, Pardon and Salvation for every 
bone that believeth; Who is there among you that will 
not come and receive? Tho' the former T. imes of Ig- 
' Norance among the Heathen God winked at; tho? un- 
der the Law and the Prophets Multitudes were ſtiff- | 


necked, always reſiſting the Holy Ghoſt ; yet now the 
Kingdom of God being preached, every Man ſurely 


will | be preſſing into it. Poth God command all Men 


every where to repent ; and will not you hearken to this | 
Call of God? Hath he laft of all ſent his own Son; 

ſurely God expects that we hear and Reverence him, 
who on Account of his Perſon, Meſſage, and otherwiſe, 

is ipfinitely worthy 7 Did he who dwelleth in the Bo- 
| ſom of the Father, come forth fromGod,that he might . 
declare or reveal him to us; and ſhall we not receive 
the Revelation? Did he come full of Grace & Truth, 
and dwell here, that he might promote Knowledge and 
Holineſs among Men; and ſhall we refuſe to be made 
wiſe? Did he come that he might bring many Sons _ 


and 


coming into? God invites you to Salvation, the Sal- 


God commands you now to come and be ſaved ; now 
to believe on his Son, now to partake of that Salvation 


ble; will you come & be happy ? O for GOD's ſake, 


| your ſelves to God; to the Light and Guidance of his 
Diſpenſation from God; he that continues in his Sins 


under is, will never have any other: He that doth 
not very ſpeedily obey this, will very ſhortly be con- 


; . filthy till. 


5 you are cut off from all good Hope; are e expoſed to all 


t hem 22 are bf. 


and Daughters to Glory; to ks upon us innumera- 
ble Bleſſings, a Salvation ſo ſure, ſweet, eaſy and great; 
is he ready to give his holy Spirit, for the quickening 
of dead Souls, for infiruting the blind, ſtrengthning 
the weak, thereby to guide and conduct us to theFoun- 
rain of Life and Bleſſedneſs ; and will ye after Arche 
him and his Salvation? 

What think ye, Sinners, what Determinations are ye 


vation of your Souls; every of which are of far more 
Worth and more excellent than the whole unintelligent 
Creation; your immortal Souls, for which nothing is 
to be given in Exchange; will you ſee to their Safety? 


which terminates in nothing ſhort of all that Bleſſedneſs, 
Honour and Glory, of which human Nature is capa- 
come, for Chriſt's ſake, for the ſake of your Souls, come! 
Be willing that the Light of the glorious Goſpel ſhine 


in unto you; to renounce every Sin; to ſurrender 


Word and Spirit. We are under the laſt gracious 


cluded under Sin and Death for ever. He that 7s un- 
juſt, let him be unjust Hill; ; ond be which i is filthy,let bim 


O chat God may help you howto attend unto your 


eternal Salvation; now to know the Things of your 
Peace! Will you be prevailed with ſeriouſly to con- 


ſider ? So long as you remain in your preſent State, 
you neither can nor will love, nor ſerve, nor enjoy God; 


Kinds : 


E 
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Kinds of Wretchedneſs and Woes 3 "ad; 1 in the . ch 
bigbeſt, moſt excruciating, painful Meaſures. ann 
Oi that you might not delay, but now even to Day, 8 
let your; Covenant with Death, and your Agreement | © 
With Hell, be diſangulled ! O that the God of all I 
Grace would be pleaſed to give you preſent and thoro' ||... 


. Repentance. Be ye continually looking and crying to I. jp 
the, Fountain of Light, that he would be pleaſed gra- J. ; 
ciouſly to lead you into all that Truth which is needful 7 N 

in order to your glorijing, and being glorified for ever | . 
with N 4 a 

« <q 


— conclude, in it be K impreſſed on tack of th 
4 our Hearts, that we are loſt, eternally, dreadtully loft, | J 
if we live and die without a real Knowledge of Chriſt | 
and conformity to him, by a divine Influence in and 
upon our Souls: Such to whom the Goſpel is now hid, 

are in Sin and under Condemnation for Sin; and con- 
tinuing in this State, will be eternally miſerable beyond 85 

all Expreſſion, and the utmoſt Reach of Imagination: 

Seeing it is a righteous Thing with God to recompence 
„ Tribulation to them; "when coming to judge | 

<« the World in Righteoulneſs, the Lord Jeſus ſhall 
e be revealed from Heaven with his mighty Angels, 
in flaming Fire, taking Vengeance on them that know 
s not God, and that obey not the Goſpel of our Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt ; who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſt- 
ing Deſtruction from the Preſence of the Lord, and 
«* from the Glory of his Power; when he ſhall come to. 
e be glorified in hisSaints,& to be admired in all them | 
e that believe (becauſe our Teſtimony among you was 
, believed) in that Day, Wherefore alſo we pray al- | 
* ways for you, that our God would count you wor- 
thy of this Calling, and fulfil all the good Pleaſure 
Ti of his Goodachs, and theWork of F ach, with Power; 
6 that 
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« that the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt may be 
aer in you, and ye in him, according to the 
race of our God, and the Lord * Chriſt.“ 


. Now to Him that is of Power to abi iſo you es 
« cording to my Goſpel, and the Preaching of FeſusChriſt, 
« according to the Revelation of the Myſtery which was 
« kept ſecret fince the World began, but now is made 


„ manifeſt, and by the Scriptures of the Prophets, ac- ö 
« cording to the Commandment of the everlaſting GOD, 


c made known to all Nations for the Obedience of Faith; J 
« To GOD oy wiſe, be Glory, thro” . CHRIST 
et mo ever, . 
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